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Esther

he events described in Esther precede those in
Nehemiah by about thirty years. In fact, it is
probable that events in Esther paved the way
for those in Nehemiah.

Esther tells the story of a Jewish girl who, through a se-
ries of "coincidences", is named Queen of Persia and
then saves the Jews from being annihilated by a wicked
royal official. God is never mentioned in the book, but it
is clear that His hand is at work throughout.

Esther is said to be a favorite book of present day Jews.
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Bumper sticker:

Most people want to serve God,
but only in an advisory capacity.

PEOPLE
Benjamin the tribe descended from Jacob's youngest son EstherlHadassah an orphaned
Jewish girl who is raised by her cousin Mordecai and becomes the Queen of Persia Ha-
man an advisor to King Xerxes who plots to wipe out the Jews Hathach a eunuch who

serves as a messenger between Esther and Mordecai Hegai the king's eunuch in charge of
the women Jacob also known as Israel, he is the father of the twelve tribes ofIsrael; son of
Isaac; grandson of Abraham Memucan the royal advisor who proposes that Xerxes banish
Queen Vashti Mordecai a Jewish exile in Babylon and Persia who raises his cousin Ha-
dassah (Esther) and is instrumental in saving the Jews from destruction Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, God enables him to conquer Jerusalem and exile the people of Judah
Vashti Persian queen who is deposed for disobeying her husband, King Xerxes Xerxes
King of Persia, also known as Ahasuerus

TERMS

eunuch a male who cannot perform sexually, either as the result of castration or natural
causes; often found in the king's household as servants to the women harem a group of
women which shares one husband or mate Purim also know as the Feast of Lots, cele-
brates Queen Esther and Mordecai for saving the Jews from extinction
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Elijah Isaiah scatters exiled Nehemiah


